counter again. But then he said to himself that a cigar before eating would make him sick, and that he would be wiser to be satisfied with a cigarette for the moment. He would smoke his cigar after dinner, while he was talking to his uncle.
When he left the tobacco-shop, he asked himself whether he should take a drink in a caf<£, a taxi home, or both. But the caf£s in sight struck him as pretty poor places. To find one that suited his mood, he would have to go to the boulevards, and that would make him too late. As for a taxi, the defect in an indulgence like that, if you were by yourself, was that you had to enjoy it without witnesses. The people in the street had other things to do besides watching you ride by. Of course, there would be his arrival home, the surprise of the man who kept the fruit-shop and the concierge. But an effect like that would be premature. It would be justified if it underlined a change in his circumstances which had already taken place. It did not fit in with a mere hope. If the fruit-dealer and the concierge heard to-morrow that the young man on the third floor was still serving his apprenticeship at daubing in the rue Montmartre, this evening's taxi would make them shrug their shoulders, and they would simply regard Wazemmes as a fellow too big for his boots.
At this moment he saw a J-line 'bus, going towards Montmartre, coining along, and he decided to take it. The stop was only a few yards away.
Besides, motor-buses, which were quite recent, and infrequent as well, still had some prestige about them. Wazemmes specialised in them. He owed them almost all his practical experience of motoring. The reading of a text-book became more alive, once you were familiar with the noise of changing gears, the terrible throbbing of an engine working in low, the shuddering of brakes suddenly applied, the smell of the exhaust.
In view of the circumstances, Wazemmes disdained to ride on top* That meant that he had to sacrifice his cigarette ; but he knew that inside he would find a more select public,

